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THE MASONIC CHKONOLOGY OF BENJAMIN 
FEANKLIN. 

COMPILED BY JULIUS F. SACHSE. 

The Masonic career of Benjamin Franklin extends over a 
period of almost sixty years, during which time he was ac- 
corded the highest Masonic honors at home and abroad. 

Bora Boston, O. S. January 6, 1705-6. N". S. January 17, 
1706. 

Initiated in St. John's Lodge, Philadelphia, February 
1730-1. 1 
Drafts a set of By-laws for St. John's Lodge June 1732. 2 
June 24, 1732 Elected Junior Grand Warden. 3 
June 24, 1734 Elected Grand Master of Pennsylvania.* 
August 1734 Prints his " Mason Book" a reprint of An- 
derson's Constitutions, the first Masonic book printed in 
America. 5 

1734-5 The State house (Independence Hall) built dur- 
ing Franklin's administration. According to old Masonic 
and family traditions, the corner-stone was laid by him and 
the brethren of St. John's Lodge. 6 

1735-8 Serves as Secretary to St. John's Lodge. 7 
April 13, 1738 Franklin in a letter to his Mother, says : 
" Freemasons have no principles or practices that are incon- 
sistent with religion and good manners." 8 

1 Vide "Liber B" in Collection of The Historical Society of 
Penna. 

2 Vide Proceedings Grand Lodge of Penna. 1885 pp. 37-39. 

3 Pennsylvania Gazette No. 187. June 26. 1732 
* " " No. 290 June 27. 1734 

5 " " No. May 9-1734 

Copy in Hist. Soc. of Penna. and in Masonic Temple Library, 

6 Vide Votes of the Assembly, Etting's History of Independence 
Hall, also date on water spouts, of the Hall. 

' " Liber B" 1734—1738. 

8 Original draft in Franklin's handwriting in his Common-place 
Boot, Collection Hist. Soc. of Penna. 
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May 25, 1743, Visits St. John's Lodge, Boston. 1 

June 10, 1749 Appointed Provincial Grand Master of 
Pennsylvania by Thomas Oxnard of Boston. 2 

August 29, 1749 Tun Tavern Lodge petitions P. G. M. 
Franklin for a Dispensation. 3 

March 13, 1750, Deposed as Provincial Grand Master 
and immediately appointed Deputy Grand Master by Wil- 
liam Allen. 4 

March 12, 1752 appointed on Committee for building the 
Freemason's Lodge in Philadelphia. 5 

October 25, 1752 Visits Tun Tavern Lodge, Philapelphia. 6 

October 11, 1754 Present at the Quarterly Communica- 
tion held in Concert Hall, Boston. 7 

June 24, 1755 Takes a prominent part in the Grand An- 
niversary and Dedication of Freemason's Lodge in Phila- 
delphia. The first Masonic building in America. 8 

Serves as Deputy Grand Master of Pennsylvania until 
1760. 9 

November 17, 1760 Present at Grand Lodge of England 
held at Crown & Anchor London. Entered upon the 
Minutes as Provincial Grand Master. 10 

1762 Addressed as Grand Master of Pennsylvania." 

1176 Affiliates with Masonic Lodges in France. 12 

1777 Elected Member of Loge des IX Soeurs (Nine 
Sisters or Muses.) 

1 Records first lodge (St. John's) Boston Mass. 

2 Proceedings G. L. of Penna. 1882 — p 157. 
8 Mss. Minutes Tun Tavern Lodge. 

4 Proceedings of G. L. of Penna.— 1882. p. 157 

6 Original Mss in Masonic Temple Library. 

6 Mss. Minutes Tun Tavern Lodge. 

* Proceedings Grand Lodge Massachusetts 1871 p 861. 

8 Pennsylvania Gazette No. 1384 — also "a Sermon preached in 
Christ Church" Philadelphia 1755 in Hist. Soc. Penna. 

9 Noorthouck's Constitutions. 

10 Minute Book of Grand Lodge of England. 

11 Letters to Franklin from Bro. Valentz in Collection of Amer. 
Philos. Soc. 

12 Vide Documents in Collection of Amer. Philos. Soc' 
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February 7, 1778 Assists at the initiation of Voltaire in 
the Lodge of the Nine Sisters. 1 

November 28, 1778 Officiates at the « Lodge of Sorrow " 
or Masonic funeral services of Voltaire. 2 

1782 Elected Venerable (W. M.) of Loge des IX Soeurs 
Grand Orient de Paris. 3 

July 7, 1782 Member R. '. L.' . De Saint Jean De Jeru- 
salem. 4 

April 24, 1785 Elected Venerable d'honneur of R.'. L.\ 
De Saint Jean De Jerusalem. 5 

1785 Honorary Member Loge des Bone Amis (Good 
Friends) Rouen, France. 6 

December 27, 1786. In the dedication of a sermon de- 
livered at the request of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Penn- 
sylvania, by Rev. Joseph Pilmore in St. Paul's Church, 
Philadelphia, Franklin is referred to as " An illustrious 
Brother whose distinguished merit among Masons entitles 
him to their highest veneration." 7 

April 17, 1790 Benjamin Franklin passed to the Grand 
Lodge beyond. 

April 19, 1906 Masonic Services at his grave in Christ 
Church yard, Philadelphia by the R. W. Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania, the occasion being the celebration of the two 
hundredth anniversary of the Birth of Brother Benjamin 
Franklin. 

1 Klass' History of Freemasonry. 

2 Mss in Amer. Philos. Soc. See also Medal struck in honor of 
the occasion in Masonic Temple library at Philadelphia. 

* Documents in American Philosophical Society. 

* ibid. 
6 ibid. 

* Documents in Collection of University of Pennsylvania 

* Copy of book in Hist. Soc'y of Penna. and in Masonic Temple 
library. 



